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Overview

MHADIE has investigated the validity of the ICF model for the documentation and analysis of disability so as to better serve the needs of disability policy development, monitoring and evaluation. The project objectives were:

· To use the ICF model as the structure for analyzing existing general population health surveys and education statistics data.

· To show that the ICF model is adequate for describing and measuring patterns of disability in clinical samples of selected conditions in different countries cross-sectionally and over time as well as feasible and useful in clinical, rehabilitation and educational sectors.

· To produce policy recommendations and guidelines concerning how the existing sources of data can be harmonised with the ICF model.

Contribution to policy development:
1. By facilitating the harmonisation of existing statistical information systems related to disability, this project will permit more effective and coherent comparison and development of policies;

2. Provision of data to support the development and implementation of the ICF in the context of European and wider international policy;

3. Development of predictors of disability and related factors to allow policy-makers to define more effective interventions.
Deliverables & Achievements

The research performed within MHADIE has demonstrated the feasibility, utility and value of ICF Classification and model in harmonising data across populations and sectors in Europe. The aim of MHADIE researchers has been to further the goals of developing realistic, evidence-based and effective social policies for persons with disabilities that will achieve equality of opportunities and full participation. In this way, inequalities can be described and measured by the difference between opportunities for participation that persons with and without impairments experience. These inequalities define unmet needs associated with impairments, including those created by discriminatory policies and practices. This is what is also requested by the recently approved UN Convention for the Rights and Dignity of People with Disability. By providing a common framework for defining and measuring disability, MHADIE's results help to improve the accuracy and comparability estimates of prevalence of impairments and disability Europe wide. The methodology used and the system developed during the research period have allowed the harmonisation of disparate data sets collected at national and international levels. This has led to an integration of existing statistical information systems across nations, sectors and life span.
- The MHADIE final Conference, organised in Milano (IT) on 28-30 November 2007, was attended by 150 participants from 32 countries, both European  and non European countries. The MHADIE draft policy recommendations prepared after 2 years of research have been discussed, and main conclusions were: i) Surveys should use a multi-functional approach that includes measures of the impact of environmental factors on health and disability outcomes; ii) that the ICF model and its related instruments be used as complementary tools for (a) identifying patient’s needs and planning interventions, and (b) evaluating clinical outcomes; iii) the ICF framework is a useful structure for collecting data relevant to educational policy, including the development of eligibility criteria for services for children and youth; and iv) the underlying problem with EU disability policy is not the presence of different definitions of disability so much as the failure to create ‘fit for purpose’ definitions in accordance with the single, consistent and complete, underlying conception of disability provided by the ICF.
- MHADIE has produced a Lancet publication: The definition of disability: what is in a name? Leonardi M, Bickenbach J, Ustun TB, Kostanjsek N, Chatterji S, on behalf of the MHADIE Consortium - The Lancet - Vol. 368, Issue 9543, 07 October 2006, Pages 1219-1221 (http://www.thelancet.com).

- MHADIE has been involved in several political events, or events in which policy makers and researchers have been in close contact for orientating policies: among them, the most relevant ones at the EU or international level are the WHO Meeting on World Report on Disability and Rehabilitation, the two editions (2005 and 2007) of the North-Baltic conferences on ICF, the three WHO-FIC annual meetings (World Health Organization – Family of International Classification) from 2005 to 2007, the Conference on “Stem Cell Research: the Patients’ Perspective” and, overall, the presentation of MHADIE results to the Washington City Group members, at the presence of several representatives of Eurostat, Unstat, World Bank and of statistical officer from 61 countries. Political encounters have been implemented in Czech Republic, Ireland, Italy, Romania. Particularly, the last partner has been presenting MHADIE in several meetings on disability policy to Ministers of Health and Welfare. In December 2007 the Rumanian Government through Minister of Labour Family and Equal Opportunities and the Ministry of Public Health approved the New Medical Psychosocial Criteria of Classification of the Disability(Order no.762/1.992 of 2007 published in the Officail Bulletin of Roumania part II, n.885bis/Dec07) thanks to the technical support of MHADIE Rumanian partner.
More than 250 dissemination events or documents, directly related to MHADIE, have been produced at the end of 2007, and several more are being scheduled so far for 2008.
Further Dissemination & Developments

The MHADIE results and recommendations are currently being prepared for publication in a variety of significant journals. These publications will include technical discussions of statistical results -- clinical and survey based -- for various health conditions, presentations of the MHADIE results for educational policy, and a general, overall discussion of the MHADIE results for EU disability policy and the far forward.
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